
TRANSGENDER: Umbrella term covering the 

variety of unconventional gender 

expressions ð Some transgender people 

may call themselves transgenderists 

TRANSSEXUAL: Person who believes their 

anatomical sex is not their true sex and 

seeks to medically/surgically align the two 

TRANSITION/ ING: The process of coming to 

recognize, accept, and express one's 

particular gender identity ð most often 

referring to medical and legal changes that 

take place when altering the natal sex. 

SEX REASSIGNMENT SURGERY/GENDER 

REASSIGNMENT SURGERY (SRS/GRS):   The 

surgical alteration of one's sex to that of the 

opposite natal sex ð may or may not include 

genital reconstruction ð this varies by group, 

country, and ability 

DEFINITIONS FOR MORE INFORMATION ON 

TRANSGENDER ISSUES: 
 

World Professional Association of 

Transgender Health (WPATH): 

http://www.wpath.org 

  

International Foundation for Gender 

Education (IFGE): 

http://ifge.org  

  

Vancouver Coastal Health: 

http://www.vch.ca/transhealth/  

resources/careguidelines.html 

  

LGBT Health Channel: 

http://lgbthealth.healthcommunities.com

/transgender/index.shtml 

  

National Association of Social Workers 

(NASW): 

http://www.socialworkers.org/diversity

/new/glbt.asp 

  

American Psychological Association 

(APA): 

http://www.apa.org/pi/lgbc/  

transgender/homepage.html 

  

Lev, A. I. (2000). Transgender  

emergence: Understanding diverse  

gender identities and expressions.  

New York: The Haworth Clinical Practice 
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